80TH Anniversary of VE Day

socctotne 40 S

Wednesday 7th to Sunday 11th May 2025

There will be a FREE public performance of a VE Musical on Friday 8" May
2025 from 7pm-10pm ( Bar 6:30pm) in the Brixham Theatre in a tribute to the
generation who won us our freedom.

Tickets on first come from 1* April 2025 available via Brixham Lottery outlets.

FREE GUIDE TO WHAT’'S ON

MORE THAN 40 EVENTS & ACTIVITIES INSIDE




Welcome

Welcome to our guide to the 40 FREE events, parade, exhibitions,
activities and displays in Brixham from Wednesday 7™ to Sunday
11™ May to mark the 80th Anniversary of VE Day. This was a
significant period in our nation’s story and indeed world history.

We hope this guide will be enjoyed by residents, visitors and all
generations as we explore our 1940°S heritage.

Each day we offer something for everyone to enjoy. Our programme
presents opportunities to learn about our history, to enjoy the
legacy of freedoms passed to us, and to reflect upon the sacrifices
and suffering of previous generations.

We thank all the individuals, volunteers and local statutory,
commercial and community organisations who have made these
commemorations, educational and celebration events possible.

Paul Addison
Chair, Brixham Future CIC

19892019 THE HEART OF BRIKHAM FOR 30 YEARS
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PLEASE TURN MOBILE PHONES OFF DURING EVENTS
Thank you list
There are numerous local and national organisations that provided input into the delivery
of the 80" Anniversary of VE Day. We are grateful to them all for this major community
effort. We have not named individuals to avoid any embarrassment. Many people went
beyond normal endeavours to ensure success and for that we are extremely grateful.
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Our Church bells will sound at 6:30pm on Thursday 8" May to mark this historic occasion
DISCLAIMER: whilst we will make reasonable attempts to ensure that all events on this programme are
deliver on day and at time stated we can give no guarantee. We are at the mercy of weather, technical and
communication breakdowns. We reserve the right to make last minute substitutions in event of above.

FREE PUBLIC EVENTS

In Brixham, Devon to mark 80th anniversary of
VE-day Wednesday 7" May to Sun 11" May 2025

These 5 DAYS of commemorations, educational and celebrations mark this
historic occasion with numerous displays, activities, exhibitions, music, street
parties, theatre, talks , dancing and entertainment etc.

There will be many opportunities to participate and enjoy this diverse range
of events so everyone, both residents and visitors can mark this occasion.

The Brixham Battery (Fishcombe Road) will open Wednesdays 7"
May 2pm -4pm to deliver a FREE VE event and again on Sunday 11"
May 11am-4pm with vehicles, re-enactors and demonstrations.

The Brixham Museum will host a unique exhibition of the secret
work of local 'P * Men who were among the “bravest of the brave”
open from Thursday 8" May ( VE Day ) for 4 weeks.

The Brixham Theatre will host a FREE musical tribute to the
generation that won us our freedoms on Friday 9" May 2025, from
6:30pm. The show is 7pm to 10pm (tickets in advance from Theatre
from 1% April 2025 until gone).



FRIDAY 27TH MAY X025

FiZOMPMM FHEE ErMTRY TEICICE TS MECIUIMED

@ DAR 4.30PH DOORS OPFEM 7,001 > 13.1
p | ' ¢ 11 ,

Wednesday 7™ to Sunday 11th May 2025
All day activities and events for duration in Brixham

FREE-Middle and Fore Street Shop window displays

FREE-Special 'DOVES OF PEACE" Display in localities in town
FREE-Displays and activities at the Quayside, Fore and Middle St
FREE-Brixham Museum Special exhibition , Weds to Sat 10am -1pm
FREE-Roving 1940's Singers /Bands in town 2pm-4pm for five days.

Main daytime Events

“Victory in Europe Day’
FREE-Thurs 8" May 9-10am unveiling of plaque to "P* Men at Breakwater
FREE-Thurs 8" May-10am Parade assembles Churchill Gardens

on Berry Head Road.

FREE-Thurs 8" May 10:30 am Unveiling ceremony at Churchill Gardens
FREE-Thurs 8" May 10:45 am Victory Parade to Brixham War Memorial
FREE-Thurs 8" May 11:00 Wreath Laying Service at War Memorial
FREE-Thurs 8" May 12 Noon Victory Parade marches to Fore St
FREE-Thurs 8" May 12:30pm Scottish Pipers in Fore St
FREE-Thurs 8" May 1-4pm Victory Street Party in Fore St.
FREE-Fri 9" May 10:30am 1940's Walk from -Old Coaching Inn" Fore St
FREE-Fri 9" May 2:30pm -3:45pm Victory Concert in St. Mary's Church
FREE-Sat 10" May all day "Doves of Peace" activities in Fore St.
FREE-Sun 9" June 2-3pm Torbay Brass Band -Prince William Sq.
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Main evening’s events
FREE-Weds 7" May 7- 9 pm launch at Brixham Museum, New Rd.
FREE-Friday 6:30 pm-10pm Brixham Theatre 1940°s Musical Tribute
FREE-Sun 11th June 7-8pm Church Service at *St Marys - Brixham

PAY -TO- GO EVENTS
VE Dinner/Dance Thursday 8" May 6:30-11:30 pm
Berry Head Hotel (Tickets in advance 01803 852270-Brixham Future CIC)
£ x Breakfast- Thurs 8" May -9-10:30 am VE -Breakfast in “Vigilance' PH
£4 PP 1940'S Quiz -Saturday 10" May 7:30pm in The Lion PH -New Rd
Why not organise your own street party for VE Day or the weekend

DISCLAIMER: whilst we will make reasonable attempts to ensure that all events on this programmed are deliver
on day and at time stated we can give no guarantee. We are at the mercy of weather, technical and
communication breakdowns. We reserve the right to make last minute substitutions in event of above.

SOME OF OUR MANY GREAT PUBLIC PERFORMERS
WHO MUST BE SEEN DURING THESE FREE EVENTS !

Two FREE Opportunities to hear our magnificent Scottish Pipes and Drums.
They will lead Victory Parade main event on Thursday 8" May 2025 with
unveiling of new WW2 Information Boards at Churchill Gardens (10:30AM).
The Pipers then lead our VE-Day Victory Parade along Berry Head Road to
our Town War Memorial for Wreath Laying at 11:AM, then on to Fore St for
noon. The Pipers and drums will be performing in Fore St that day until 1pm
in a musical tribute to the fallen of WW2, at end of our Victory Parade.




There will be a FREE public VE Musical on Friday 8" May 2025 at 7pm-10pm
(Bar opens 630pm) in the Brixham Theatre in tribute to our WW2
generation.

Two FREE opportunities to hear songs by famous local group "MISSIN" TACKLE
SHANTY CREW" at the “Vigilance" Thurs 8" May VE -Day 9-10am and Prince
William Sq. on Southern Quay Saturday 10" at 11am-12 Noon

L 11—

Two FREE opportunities to hear our fabulous Brixham Town Band at 10:45AM
on VE -Day 8™ May wreath laying at our War Memorial, Berry Head Rd and
at St. Mary's Church Commemoration Service 7pm on Sunday 11" May 2024.

——y

A FREE OPPORTUNITY to hear the fabulous ‘Leandre Duo" on Friday 9" May
2025, 2:30pm-3:45PM in our Victory Concert in All Saints Church, Brixham.
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Also, as special guests, the wonderful Riviera Singers( photo left) and Quay
Harmony ( photo right)will be performing FREE as part of our VE concert on
Friday 9" May between 2:30pm -3:45pm in All Saints Church, Brixham.

A FREE opportunity to hear local musicians Kim Wilson and Sue Hackett of
‘Black gold® perform in celebrations during our festivities on Thursday 8" May
1pm -2pm outside Tesco's in Fore St, and again on Sun 11" May 1pm to 2pm
in Prince William Sq. -Southern Quay (near Man & Boy statue).

Classic Gold duo, Dave and Linda Evans, will be performing at the Lord
Lieutenant VE Day reception Thurs 8" May 2025 1-2pm (Conservative Club ).
Also, again at our pay- to- go -VE Day dinner and dance on Thursday 8" May
2025 8pm -9pm in Berry Head Hotel.
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A regular bus service is available into

Brixham stopping at the Central Bus
Station.

There are Park & Ride facilities at
Churston just outside the fown.

Visitors are encouraged fo use above
facilities and walk around the town.

There are several town centre pay &
display car parking facilities.

There are parking restrictions operating
within the fown.
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Please keep all children under
supervision.
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Secure personal belongings at all times.

In event of any emergency please contact
one of our Yellow Viz Jucket Marshalls.

Please follow directions given to you by

our Marshalls for your own and other
people’s safety.
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Odds n" ends, a5 piece, Brixham instrumental band, will be performing on
Thursday 8" May 9-10pm at pay- to- go Berry Head Hotel dinner and dance.

A FREE VE tribute performance from Bay Brass Band, will occur on Sunday
11" May 2025 at 2pm in Prince William Sq.

Not also to be missed....Three events require payment as follows
VE Dinner/Dance Thursday 8" May 6:30pm Berry Head Hotel
(Tickets £29.95 PP in advance 01803 852270-Brixham Future CIC)
£ x Breakfast- Thurs 8" May -9-10:30 am VE -Breakfast in "Vigilance' PH
£4 PP 1940'S Quiz -Saturday 10" May 7:30pm in The Lion PH -New Rd

80" Anniversary of VE-Day Programme

PEOPLE ARE ENCOURAGED TO DRESS UP IN 1940°S STYLE & PARTICIPATE IN ALL EVENTS

Weds 7" May

FREE-10:30am- 5pm Middle and Fore Street Shop window displays

FREE-2 - 4pm Brixham Battery, Open to Public-Fishcombe Road
FREE-10:30am - 5pm  Activities at the Quayside, Fore and Middle St.
FREE-7:30 - 9pm VE launch & Special Exhibition at Brixham Museum

Talk on "P Men" by Captain Al Nekrew OBE QGM
(Clearance Diver and Bomb Disposal)
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Scottish Pipers will lead our Victory Parade from Churchill Gardens to our War Memorial along Berry
Head Road and then on to Fore St. from 1030AM on VE DAY 8™ May 2025 (Photo Chris Slack).

Thursday 8" May

8:30 -10am VE Day paying Breakfast in "Vigilance * Bolton St

9am -10am Missin‘tackle Shanty Crew

FREE-9-9:30am Unveiling of plaque to 'P* Men at Breakwater
FREE-10:30am 1pm Brixham Museum P men special exhibition

FREE-10:30am- 5pm Middle and Fore Street Shop window displays
FREE-10:30am -5pm Activities at the Quayside, Fore and Middle St.

Main Event

-FREE -VE-Day Commemoration and Celebration Parade
9am -10am Unveiling of Blue Plaque to “"P* Men Breakwater Beach
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10am Victory Parade assembles at Churchill Gardens, at Berry Head Rd
10:30am Formal unveiling of Information Boards at Churchill Gardens

10:45am  Victory Parade marches to War Memorial for wreath laying
Music -Town Band and Brixham Orpheus Male Voice Choir

12 pm- Victory Parade marches to Fore St

12:30-1pm Scottish Pipes and Drums in Fore St

1pm-4pm Street Party in Fore St outside Methodist Centre
1pm-2pm Lord Lieutenants reception in Conservative Club

First Aid responders for above events provided by Peninsular Medics

FREE- "Black Gold " Local musician 1pm -2pm outside Tesco's in Fore St
FREE 9pm -930pm BTC Beacon Lighting at Berry Head Rd.

£29.95 PP -VE Dinner/Dance

Thursday 8" May 6:30pm-11:30pm
Berry Head Hotel (Tickets in advance 01803 852270

Friday 9" May

FREE-10:30am -1pm Museum P men special Exhibition -New Rd
FREE-10:30am- 5pm Middle and Fore Street Shop window displays
FREE-10:30-11:30am 1940 Walk assembles-Old Coaching Inn" Fore St
FREE-10:30am -5pm Activities at the Quayside, Fore and Middle St.
FREE-2 -3pm Missin'Tackle Shanty Crew Prince William Sq.
FREE- 2 -4pm Brixham Battery Museum open (Fishcombe Rd)
FREE-2:30 -3:45pm 1940's Victory Concert in "All Saints™ Church
FREE-7-10pm Music Tribute in Brixham Theatre, New Rd
Brixham Rotary Club Caravan in Fore St all day come along & chat

Saturday 10" May

FREE-10:30am -1pm
FREE-10:30am- 5pm
FREE-10:30-11:30am
FREE-10:30am -5pm
FREE 11am-12 Noon
FREE-1 -2pm

FREE-1 -2pm

Brixham Museum P Men Exhibition -New Road
Middle and Fore Street Shop window displays
1940 Walk Assembles-Old Coaching Inn* Fore St
Activities at the Quayside, Fore and Middle St.

*Missin® Tackle at Prince Willian Sq. -Southern Quay

Local Performers victory tribute in Prince William Sq.
Seagals -Fore St- Outside Tesco®

Brixham Rotary Club Caravan in Fore St all day come along & cha
PAY TO GO -7:30-9:30pm 1940°S Quiz in The Lion PH-New Rd(£4 PP).
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Sunday 11th May

FREE-1pm -2pm Seagals Fore St-Outside Tesco's

FREE 11am-4pm Brixham Battery open for special VE events
FREE1  -2pm “Black Gold" -folk group in Prince William Sq.
FREE-2  -3pm Torbay Brass Band -Prince Willian Sq.

FREE-7  -8pm St. Mary's Church commemoration in presence of

the Deputy Lord Lieutenant representing HM King.
Brixham Town Band and Brixham Orpheus Male Voice Choir
FREE 8 -9pm Tea /coffee reception at adjacent Church Centre

Brixham Rotary Club Caravan in Fore St all day come along & chat

National Fishing Remembrance Da
Sunday 11 May 2025 4pm on Fish Quayside

National Fishing Remembrance Day is a day for reflection and commemoration of all those who
have lost their lives while working in fishing in the UK. www.theseafarerscharity.org

Brixham Youth
VE Day was about looking forward to a new future after the end of WW2, as well as
commemorating the sacrifices made in the war. The young people of Brixham are creating
banners and flags celebrating Peace in two events on VE Day Thursday 8" May 2025.

FREE - 6:30 pm — A Peace Concert with local musicians at Shoalstone Pool.
FREE - 8 pm — A Peace Parade — Starting at the path to Shoalstone Pool on Berry Head
Rd. Details are correct at time of printing . For current programme visit

www.brixhamfuture.co.uk

A special 4- week exhibition will be opened in
Brixham Museum to mark the contribution of local
heroes who served in the P Parties from Brixham

At the beginning of 1943, it became apparent that divers would be required for mine clearance to clear
the ports and harbours across Europe for the purpose of the planned D-Day landings and to re-supply
our advancing forces. A call for volunteers was made for divers to be trained in mine clearance.

= -

=

z L
Diver training and Parade Inspection at HMS Vernon in Brixham, Devon 1944.

The 'P’ Parties established consisted of officers experienced in rendering mines and bombs safe and,
30 ratings made up of young fit divers for finding the mines, and generally older hands, used for
maintenance and attending. At first the teams were accommodated at HMS Yeoman in Forest Gate in
East London, then in Barrow before settled into what was HMS Vernon (D) in Brixham, south Devon.

13



Three of the “P” Parties went over just after D-Day, clearing the ports of ordnance and booby traps to
be able to bring larger ships into the main harbours to start resupplying the troops on the front line.

In November 1945, HMS Vernon (D) closed. The “P” Parties in Europe had spent 600 days actual diving,
searched more than 20 million square feet, and dealt with hundreds of mines, charges, bombs and
booby traps, and one V1 rocket. They would become one of the most highly decorated units of the
Second World War. In 1948, the Admiralty established the new Diving branch, the Clearance Divers.

Special unique events to mark VE Day
A pay -to go VE Dinner & Dance will be held in Berry Head Hotel on
Thursday 8" May 6:30pm-11:30pm with music and dance.
Tickets available now from 01803 852270 (£29.95 per person)
Dress informal, but feel free to dress 1940's style !

Brixham's WW2 Battery will hold a special VE -Day event
Sunday 11" May 11am -4pm

The Brixham Battery Heritage centre is at Fishcombe Hill, Brixham, TQ5 8RU.

You can walk along the coastal path and through Battery Gardens to reach.

The is an English Heritage scheduled Mo and is packed with

WW1 AND WW2 ARTIFACTS, MEMORABILIA ,WEAPONS,UNIFORMS etc
Something for all generations to enjoy

WHY NOT organise your own event to mark VE -Day ?

INorth View Gardens group organised
events for late Queens Jubilee(2022)
and the Coronation of HM King (2023)

People organised Jubilee Celebration in 2022

These events have been funded by Brixham Lottery

100 % OF PROFITS GOES TO A LOCAL GOOD CAUSE

OVER 200 FREE PUBLIC EVENTS DELIVERED FOR YOU TO ENJOY.THESE INCLUDED PARADES,
SERVICES, FILMS, CONCERTS, EXHIBITIONS, DISPLAYS, DANCING, MUSIC, TALKS, ETC.
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OUR PRIZES HAVE INCLUDED:

1 SPITFIRE FLIGHT 2019
2" SPITFIRE FLIGHT 2021
3% SPITFIRE FLIGHT 2023
LUXURY CRUISE 2019
ELECTRIC BICYCLE 2019
LIFE MEMBERSHIP N T 2020
CHRISTMAS JEWELS 2021
CHRISTMAS JEWELS 2022
CHRISTMAS CASH 2023

(ONLY 540 Card Tickets sold)
(ONLY 517 Card Tickets sold)
(ONLY 500 Card Tickets sold)
(ONLY 375 Card Tickets sold)
(ONLY 331 Card Tickets sold)
(ONLY 517 Card Tickets sold)
(ONLY 398 Card Tickets sold)
(ONLY 500 card Tickets sold)
(ONLY 576 card Tickets sold)

AND THOUSANDS OF POUNDS AS ALTERNATIVE PRIZES!
Phone John Brennan on 01803 852270 OR Email: john.brennan@brixhamfuture.co.uk

'

2

Dancing in the Town Sq to mark the late Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebration in June 202.




Buy a £10 Spring & Summer Brixham
Lottery Card and support these events

This Brixham Lottery Card offers a chance to win minimum 5 Day African Safari for 2 people or
£1,000 cash first prize. The second Prize is the £1,000 cash alternative which remains unclaimed
from Summer 2024 draw. This card is an ideal gift for that special celebration or occasion. Available
from selected outlets in Brixham:

Middle Street - Flour Flower e Chris Slack Fore Street » Colours of Brixham

Fore St -Dobles Jewellers ¢ The Castaway Café and many other outlets

Pillar Ave — 'The Handyman' and a range of Individual vendors within the community.

Stay in arluxury African lodge whilst enjoying your safari experience. Photos by Jonathan Parr.

Sold in aid of Brixham Future CIC to fund local projects and events. The prizes are 5 Day African Safari or
£1,000 cash first prize for yourself, family or friends in accordance with our Terms and Conditions. Tickets
purchased at a cost of £10. Draw occurs Friday 29" August 2025 at 7.30pm in “The Golden Lion"
Public House, New Road , Brixham. The result of draw will be posted on

www.brixhamfuture.co.uk , circulated to local media or phone 01803 852270. Winner must come
forward by Wednesday midnight 1% October 2025 or cash value of prizes “rolled over® to next draw.

Proof of purchase will be required to the satisfaction of the promoter. In the event of a dispute the
decision of the Board of Brixham Future CIC will be final. Tickets cannot be sold or held by any
person under 18 years old. Tickets cannot be re-sold or traded in any manner. The winner is
responsible for own travel and medical Insurance. The winner is responsible for transport to and
from airport along with any required inoculations.

Disclaimer- We will seek to deliver the holiday above to the best of our abilities, but please accept
that some factors are simply beyond our control for which we accept no responsibility.

RIXHAM

?Lr’l'URlz'

We are a not- for- profit Community Interest Company run by local volunteers. The promoter of
this Lottery is John Brennan who may be contacted at our registered company address: Kings
Barton House, 37 Summer Lane, Brixham, TQ5 ODL. TEL: 01803 852270. Issued under Small
Society Lotteries Licence SL0238 from Torbay Council. Terms & Conditions apply.




