PART IV - Section 5.

. THE CHAMBER OF TRADE AND COMMERCE.

On Monday, 26th November, 1923, a meeting of between 50 and
60 Brixham tradesmen was convened at the Bolton Hotel by Lawrence
Rudd Mollon, assessor and collector of income tax. The meeting
was addressed by Messrs.P.H.W.Almy, and A.J.Mountstephen, vice-
chairmen of the Torguay Chamber of Trade and Commerce after which
it was agreed that a Chamber should be founded for Brixham and
District. The proposer was H.M.Smardon and the seconder
W.E.Raymont. Forty three.of those present promised to join and a
temporary committee was appointed. The second meeting took place
on 13th December and after being addressed by F.W.Pratt,
. Chairman, and W.E.Thomas, (1) secretary of the Torguay Chamber,
the committee submitted draft rules which, after amendments, were
adopted. Sir Alfred Lassam Goodson was invited to be president
with a committee of 17. At the close of this meeting membership
stood at 70. The new committee met on 17th December and
. appointed Mollon secretary at £12 per annum.

The first general meeting was held at the Church House on
15th January 1924 and matters discussed were (a) the enforcement
of a uniform closing time, (b) the compilation of a register of
those persons willing to accommodate visitors (c) Dboosting
Brixham as a holiday resort, especially for sea angling and (@)
the abolition of long waits at Churston Station. At the next
meeting the matter of ‘'closing time' was adjourned, being
eventually dealt with by parliamentary legislation - the railway
question was also deferred. Support for the Chamber's publicity
campaign on behalf of Brixham came from both the Urban District
Council and the Great Western Railway. It became possible to
. produce fresh posters every year to advertise the Town on the

railway and in 1925 the Chairman attended a conference with Sir

Felix Pole who was visiting the Torquay Chamber of Trade &
Commerce. The register of apartments in Brixham was gquickly
compiled and 300 copies distributed in April. it was also
announced that the Brixham Chamber had been affiliated to the
National body - by the end of the first year the membership had
increased to 98.

At the request of other Chambers of Trade and Commerce,
Torquay convened a meeting in February 1925 at which it was
resolved to form a South Devon Federation to comprise the
Chambers at Brixham, Paignton, Dawlish, Totnes, Newton Abbot,
Torquay and Teignmouth with the Dartmouth Commercial Association.

The first Chairman, Captain John Raymond Peek, was succeeded
by Cyril Hoskins, manager of Messrs.Holman, Ham and Co. Under
their aegis, the Chamber took a great interest in all matters
appertaining to the Town and was of great assistance to the
Council.

One of the most important activities of the Chamber on
behalf of publicity was the organisation by L.R.Mollon of
Brixham's first Carnival in July 1925 which coincided with the
visit to the Bay of the 7th Flotilla Squadron 62) . Dances,
concerts and other entertainments were organised by the Chamber,
the Carnival itself taking place at the end of the week on
Saturday, 18th July. The procession began at Furzeham and
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proceeded via Overgang, Strand, Fore Street, New Road to
Monksbridge and then via Horsepool, St.Mary's Square, Drew
Street and Bolton Street to Bolton Cross. As a result of the
Carnival donations, £30 was given to the Hospital, £15 to the
Orphanage, 5 guineas to the British Legion Band, £5 to the Royal
Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen, £2.10.0. to the Shipwrecked
Fishermen & Mariners Royal Benevolent Society, and £15.1.5 to the
Rugby Club, being one third of the gate money. After deducting
this total of £70-16-5, the rest of the proceeds were devoted to
Publicity Funds. The judges were Commander and Mrs.Williams of
Greenway, Sir Alfred and Lady Goodson of- Waddeton, Lord and Lady
Churston of Lupton, and Captain and Mrs.Matthey of Laywell.

On 28 July a suggestion that a Rotary Club be formed in
Brixham was rejected, owingto the rule that only one person can
become a member in each category.

In January 1926 Frank Drew Tyrer became Chaifman and Hoskins
succeeded Mollon as Secretary. In recognition of his part in the
foundation of the Chamber, Mollon was elected an honorary member
for life.

He also wanted to be free to organise Brixham's second
Carnival from 10 to 17 July which coincided with a visit from
some of the Atlantic Fleet under Admiral Sir Henry Oliver. After
a week of festivities, including whist drives and concerts (one
by the Torquay Male Voice Choir), a procession took place on the
last day from the Football field (later named Astley Park) via
Ranscombe, Rea Barn, Drew Street and Horsepool to Monksbridge and
then along the New Road, Fore Street, King Street and Berry Head
Road to Victoria Hill returning by the same route back to the
Town Hall. The judges on this occasion were Sir A.L.Goodson;
R.D'Oyley Carte; Capt.J.W.Gouldsmith of Ridley House, Kingswear;
Captain Matthey; B.A.F.Astley; Tom Mostyn of Crookham, Bronshill
Road, Torquay; Col.W.C.Macfie of Colonsay, :Kingswear; Sir
T.H.Lyle, O.B.E. of Longfield, Kingswear, and St.John Hodges.

Of the proceeds, the Publicity Fund received £15, the
Football Club £10,. the Chamber of Trade £10., the Hospital
£7.3s., the Orphanage £1., the Fishermen's Institute £1., and the
British Legion Band £6. The Chairman for 1927 was Stuart Gibbs
Goad.

On 1lst February 1927 a letter was sent to the U.D.C. urging
that everything possible should be done to prevent further
spoliation of Berry Head by those taking in gorseland for
cultivation. The guestion of reviving the fishing industry was
also the subject of considerable discussion and action from this
time onward. Thanks to the Chamber a "What to see" sign was
erected just beyond Monksbridge on the road to Churston - this
was the second to be erected in the whole of Britain.

In September a push ball match (3) on the Rugby field
yielded the sum of £9-6-5 which was added to the Publicity Fund.
In future this Fund was to be administered by a committee formed
equally from the Council and the Chamber.

The annual meeting in  January 1928 elected Oswald
N.Cleminson as chairman. At the annual dinner on 15th March at
the Bolton Hotel the Chamber President presented a gold watch to
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John Sanders Lear for his services as Secretary of the Publicity
Committee.

On 17th May- H.M.Smardon gave notice of motion that the
Chamber should consider the possibilities of a pageant for Brixham
-nothing came of this.

During 1928 the Chamber discussed the question of cutting a
new arterial road from Churston through Furzeham. On 11 Nov.
1929, under the Chairmanship of William Richard Dyer, the
following resolution was sent to the Council:-

“That the Brixham-Chamber of Trade are greatly in
favour of the Brixham Urban District Council immediately
adopting an unemployment relief scheme and are unanimously
of opinion that the Council's scheme for the development
of Northfield Lane as an arterial road should be immediately
proceeded with".
 This road was scheduled to commence at Windgate Corner (4) and
come out at Fishcombe. The Council replied that the matter
should be proceeded with as soon as possible.

The Chairman for 1930 was Captain John Dickers.

On 7th March there was the first discussion over the
proposed amalgamation of Brixham with Torquay and Paignton.

Another matter which received considerable attention in
October was the laying of dummy mines in the Bay recently carried
out by the Admiralty. After an address by Ralph Stockman
Dugdall, the following resolution was adopted and sent to the
Admiralty and to the National Chamber of Trade for their support: -

"That the Brixham Chamber of Trade strongly protest against
the action of the Admiralty in the laying of a dummy
minefield in the fishing area between Berry Head and Start
Point on 16th July last, which minefield has caused and is
still causing very heavy losses to the gear of the
fishermen, and that they be requested to take immediate
steps to clear the obstructions now met with for a
considerable distance outside the defined area, and to in
future refrain from carrying out minefield operations on
recognised fishing grounds in the immediate vicinity of
fishing ports and that suitable compensation be paid to the
fishermen of Brixham who have suffered losses to trawling
gear as a result of the action of the Admiralty."

After an inquiry at the Town Hall under Sir Felix Pole, the
Admiralty undertook to abstain from laying dummy mines in these
areas in the future.

The next four Chairmen of the Chamber were 1931,
H.M.Smardon; 1932, John Putt Decent; 1933, Noel Northop Lee and
1934, William John Cann.

From 20th March 1934 until 13th February 1936 the Chamber
lapsed. On the latter date however a special meeting was
convened in view of the fact that the annual National Conference
of Chambers of Trade & Commerce was to be held in Torquay the

R O



following May - all traders were urged to rejoin. K.E.Lawton was
appointed Secretary in place of Hoskins who then resigned. On
27th February the Committee was re-elected under W.J.Cann (5) as
Chairman for 1936. The revived Chamber then established a Bureau
for Residential Accommodation.

There are references to meetings on the 10th November 1936;
1llth February 1937 (with Sir Alfred Goodson still president);
October 1938; and as late as 1lst April 1939 (with Lawton as
secretary) .

The Chamber was reconstituted on 1lth March 1947 under the
Presidency of John Robertson Owen with Bertram Weare as Chairman
and Albert Edward James as Secretary.

In April 1947 the Council gave its formal consent for the
revived Chamber once again to use the arms of the Council.

During the year 1947-48, James was succeeded by L.J.Rackley
and the Chamber became affiliated with the National Chamber.

From 1947 it became the custom for the Chairman to hold
office for two years. B.Weare therefore was succeeded in March,
1949, by William G.Jordain

At the annual dinner held at the Northcliffe Hotel on 8
November 1950, a chain of office, to be worn by all future
chairmen, was presented by W.Bateman Lavers.(*)



